
Minutes
of the
Fall 2013 General Meeting
of the
Sullivan's Gulch Neighborhood Association

Publication Date:  December 9, 2012
Event Date & Time:  Tuesday, November 12th, 2013, 7:00 PM - 9:15 PM (extended)
Event Location:  Grace Memorial Episcopal Church,
   1535 NE 17th Avenue,    
   Portland, Oregon

I. A Brief Performance By PHAME - Canceled
II. Safety & Livability in Sullivan's Gulch, a Panel Discussion
III. The Business of the Neighborhood 
 A. Reports from the Chair and Committee Chairs.
 B. A Proposed By-Law Revision - to reduce the number members allowed on the 
 Board  of directors by six (6) from the current number nineteen (19), to thirteen 
 (13).
 C. Election to Open Positions on the Board of Directors

Following, please find descriptions / explanations of the Agenda items noted above.

I. A Presentation from an Important Neighborhood Group
PHAME members were unable to join us at the Fall General Meeting, but the Board of 
Directors is proud and delighted to have a performance by them in the future. PHAME, based 
here in Sullivan's Gulch at Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, is the Portland region’s fine and 
performing arts organization serving young and older adults with developmental disabilities. 
PHAME is an acronym: it stands for Pacific Honored Artists, Musicians and Entertainers. 
PHAME inspires individuals with developmental disabilities to lead full, creative lives through 
arts education and performance. The performances of PHAME's members will be an inspiration 
to us all. They are worthy of our support and patronage. (http://www.phameacademy.org/blog/)

Sullivan’s Gulch Neighborhood Association, c/o Holladay Park Plaza, 1300 NE 16th Ave., Portland, Oregon 97232
http://www.sgnablog.blogspot.com
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II. The Main Event
Safety & Livability in Sullivan's Gulch, a Panel Discussion - In the past few months the Board of 
Directors received a number of reports of unfortunate incidents in and around the neighborhood. 
As a result and at the direct request from neighbors, the Board is attempting to re-start the Safety 
& Livability Committee. Board member Kari LaForge agreed to assist in assembling information 
and the Land Use Committee gracefully agreed to provide a home for the formation of the 
Committee at their regular meetings at 7:00 PM, at Holladay Park Plaza, on the first Tuesday of 
each month.
At the Fall General Meeting, starting with a brief re-counting of some of the recent incidents, we 
brought together individuals who had helpful suggestions and comments and informed our 
efforts to make an effective Committee and helped us to connect with the safety and livability 
activities of adjacent neighborhoods, coalitions and City-wide.
The panel consisted of:
Reverend Schneider, Grace Memorial Church and long-time resident and supporter of Sullivan’s 
Gulch Neighborhood Association.
Mr. Jim Hayden, North Neighborhood District Attorney for the Multnomah County District 
Attorney's Office.
Officer Michael Schmerber, Portland Police, North Precinct Neighborhood Response Team 3
Ms. Mary Tompkins, Crime Prevention Coordinator, City of Portland, Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement
Mr. John Canda, founder and Co-Chair of "Connected". Connected has been walking every 
Friday afternoon and evening at 4:30 and 6 pm in Holladay Park since the tragic death of 14 year 
old Shiloh Hampton in April of 2011.  Connected started out of the frustration of seeing our 
children senselessly murdered. They have not missed a Friday in the park rain or shine since 
being founded. Connect believes that through the process called “Ministry of Place.” - occupying 
an area with large amounts of people who believe that by their mere presence, they will influence 
that environment in a positive way.
Ms. Carol Gossett, SGNA Board of Director, Chair SGNA Land Use and Transportation 
Committee, and SGNA's representative to the Board of the Northeast Coalition of 
Neighborhoods.
Mr. Steve Cole, Board member of the Irvington Community Association, and one of their 
representatives to the Board of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods.
Mr. Ken Peterson, a Member of the Board of the Grant Park Neighborhood Association and 
Chair of their Land Use and Transportation Committee.

Key takeaways from the Panel Discussion: 
-Get involved, get connected! Mr. Canda and Connected demonstrated how 
neighbors can participate in keeping crime low and using engagement as a tool for 
neighborhood safety.
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II. The Main Event, Key takeaways (cont.)

-Communities need to be proactive and send the message that crime is not welcome. 
Keep eyes on the street; take pride in and ownership of the neighborhood.
-Regarding the transient population, we will continue to see ebbs and flows, 
especially as they are pushed out of some parts of the city and subsequently into 
other parts. Mental illness is prevalent. The Portland Police Department has limited 
resources, and officers get shuffled around. It is vital for neighbors to work together 
to promote safety and report incidents in order to keep crime at bay.

 - The Chairperson thanked the panel participants and called for neighbors 
 interested to join with the Safety & Livability Committee to engage in the work of 
 maintaining the neighborhood.

III. The Business of the Neighborhood
A.NECN Announcements: 

-Welcome to Cameron Herrington, new Communications Representative for NECN. 
-Dec. 4th: Combined November/December meeting of NECN’s Land Use and 
Transportation Committee. Meets at 7:00pm at the NECN offices. Featured guests this 
month include Commissioner Steve Novick and PBOT Director Leah Treat. Agenda will 
be posted one week in advance on the LUTC webpage.
-Backpack program: NECN is hosting a workshop to help communities start a program to 
fill backpacks of food for kids on weekends; @ NECN offices, Thur., Dec. 12th, 6pm.

B. Reports from the Chair and Committee Chairs. – With the time running late, the Chairperson 
requested the members and Board's permission to give a brief summary of Board and Committee 
activities-
- the Board of Director's Fall retreat focused on the proposed amendments to the By-Laws as 
recommended by the ONI and NECN.
- the Finance Committee is currently focused on changing banks. The January meeting should 
see this work complete and SGNA will be banking with a locally owned institution, Umpqua 
Bank. The balance in the SGNA account remains stabile at approximately five thousand six 
hundred dollars ($5,600.00). The have been no major collections or payments.
- the Communications Committee is still in need of a Chair. The Committee duties are currently 
being discussed and shared by the Executives and a few volunteers.
- the Lifestyles Committee is busy gathering all previously "unrelated" Association activities of  
under its guidance. The next event is the coordination of off-street parking alternatives for the 
annual Leaf Sweep to occur on December 13th. Lifestyles also coordinates Gulch-O-Rama, The 
Annual Yard/Garage Sale, and the Spring Cleaning Event.
- the Safety & Livability Committee, only just formed, had its kick-off event tonight, and is only 
just beginning with issues of appeals for participation to the neighbors.
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C. A Proposed By-Law Revision - a discussion and vote by Board members - The Board of 
Directors has been reviewing the By-Laws with the intent of proposing modifications and 
additions to the By-Laws to bring them into compliance with the recommendations of the City of 
Portland Office of Neighborhood Involvement and the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Those changes are still being considered and will be recommended to the Neighborhood for 
consideration at the Spring General Meeting, the date of which is to be determined but that will 
occur within 6-7 months of tonight's meeting. However tonight, the Board of Directors will 
consider whether to put before the neighborhood at this Meeting a proposal to revise the By-
Laws to reduce the number of members allowed on the Board of directors by six (6) from the 
current number nineteen (19), to thirteen (13). Thus reducing the number of members required 
for a quorum to conduct an official meeting from nine (9) to seven (7). Should the Board of 
Directors vote to put it before the neighborhood at this meeting, the neighborhood will have a 
chance to vote to accept or reject this proposal.
C. A Proposed By-Law Revision (cont.)

- Motion : Carol Gossett, Director-at-Large - to the Board of Directors to change the 
By-Laws to reduce the number of members allowed on the Board of Directors from 
nineteen (19) to Thirteen (13).
- Second: John Frewing
- Discussion: None
- Vote: Unanimous – Passed 
- Motion : Carol Gossett, director at Large - to recommend a change in the By-Laws 
to the members to reduce the number of members allowed on the Board of Directors 
from nineteen (19) to thirteen (13). 
- Second: Stephen Chase
- Discussion: None
-Vote: Unanimous – Passed 

The Chairperson asked the members present if anyone wished to propose a motion from 
the floor to the neighbors to respond to and vote on acceptance of the Board of Director's 
recommendation.

-Motion: Neighbor: Call for a vote to accept the Board of Director's 
recommendation to change the By-Laws to reduce the number of members allowed 
on the Board of Directors from nineteen (19) to thirteen (13).
-Second: Neighbor
-Member's Discussion: The Board Chairperson opened the Member's discussion by 
explaining the Board's position and reason for making this recommendation to the 
Member's. The past year has seen numerous occasions where regular meetings 
struggled to maintain a quorum. This happened when the board was larger and had 
as many as fifteen to sixteen (15-16) members of the total nineteen (19) allowed.
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- Member's Discussion: (cont.)
With recent Board member resignations, the past few months have had the number 
at thirteen (13) and lower, where as of this meeting the number is eleven (11). The 
Board has been functioning more effectively at this size, and the inability to have a 
quorum has not happened since having reached eleven members. 
The topic was debated for several minutes. One recommendation was to change 
what constitutes a quorum. The Chairperson pointed out that this was not the issue 
before the members. Neighbor Lynn Coward asked whether the number of Board 
members related to the other issues being considered for changes to the By-Laws. 
The Chairperson replied that it had no connection, and asked the NECN 
representative present, Ms. Katy Asher, the staff member charged with advising and 
guiding the Board in considerations of By-Law amendments and she responded that 
there was no connection, that the number of board members is the choice of the 
members and that the other issues being considered regard recommendations from 
the Office of Neighborhood Involvement and the Northeast Coalition of 
Neighborhoods. Ms. Coward then withdrew her question. Neighbor Bonnie 
Mentzer questioned whether the Board had an "ulterior motive". The Chairperson 
replied that the Board did not have any other motives, and asked Ms. Mentzer to 
voice her concern, as her question implied that the Board was not forthcoming. The 
Chairperson asked what had caused her to feel this way. Ms. Mentzer replied that 
she did not want the Board "railroading the neighborhood". The discussion with 
Ms. Mentzer revealed her feelings about a project pending construction on her 
block. The Chairperson acknowledged her feelings, expressed regret that she had 
not approached the current Board directly about this issue, encouraged her to 
contact the Board outside this meeting to see that her concerns were addressed, but 
commented that the issue she was raising was outside the item before the Members 
and asked that the discussion be focused on the Motion before the Members. 
Following Ms. Menzer's comments there were no further points of discussion and 
the motion was called for a vote.
-Vote: 13 approve, 9 oppose, 0 abstain – Not Passed as a ⅔ majority is  required.

D. A Call for Nominations of Neighbors for Election to Open Positions on the Board of Directors 
- No current members of the Board of Directors terms expire and thus, as of this General 
Meeting none are up for re-election.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted for open 
Board positions. There are currently eleven (11) members of the Board of Directors.
 -Currently eight (8) empty seats
 -Nomination and Second: Brad Lopez, of 1722 NE Clackamas St.
 -Nomination accepted
 -Vote: Unanimous, with two abstentions – Passed. Welcome, Mr. Lopez.
 -The Board now has seven (7) empty seats

Adjourned at 9:15 PM
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